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was, naturally, a member, and an active one, in his Roman
period. The Academy published large, handsome books, re-
cording its proceedings and chronicling the lives of its cele-
brated members.
By the middle of the eighteenth century Arcadia had spread
over all Italy. Its centre was always the Bosco Parrasio at
Rome, but there was a local Arcadian Society in every town.
This spreading of Arcadia was both a cause and effect of the
delightful absence of class distinctions in eighteenth-century
Italy. Society had never been very feudal there. Commerce
and social life had promoted a widespread bourgeoisie. The
Church and the learned professions brought nobles and bour-
geois together. Now they met regularly in Arcadia. In those
placid, picturesque towns nobles, priests, professors, lawyers,
doctors, continued to meet, read and tali, in their chosen
coffee-house. All that was best in social life outside the family
circle was concentrated in Arcadia. The ' utilitarianism * which
began to prevail in intellectual circles in the latter half of the
century, the zeal for social reform, the stern research into
economics, and also the archaeological studies fostered by
Winckelmann at Rome, tended to discourage Arcadia. Never-
theless, it was still flourishing when Goethe came to Rome
in 1788 and was made a member. Rome, however, was now
becoming more cosmopolitan than ever. The fairly large
* colonies ' of foreigners extended and transformed the cultured
life of the city; no longer did everybody know everybody else.
Arcadia lost its intimacy, its solidarity. In the period of the
French Revolution and French occupation it peacefully died
away.1
According to Matthew Arnold, the existence of a metro-
politan academy, like the Arcadian or the Academie Fran^aise,
was the result of a national bent towards culture and correct-
ness, and in turn promoted that bent. Literatures without
such a centre were, in Arnold's view, provincial; writers
indulged in caprices, uncorrected, being subject to no stan-
1 See Veraon Lee, Studies of the Eighteenth Century in Italy (1906),
pp. 13-102.